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“Horses reach into your soul, pull out the good and heal what isn’t.”
~Sandy Collier
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Hi all,
 
Spring has sprung, as the ponies start shedding their winter woolies and start
looking shiny again, we start to get motivation in bringing them back into
work for the new season ahead. It has been great to see more live streaming
happening from across the ditch making it easier to follow the aged event
shows as they happened and get a bit of a Cutting Horse Fix over our Winter.
Council has met a few times over the winter to discuss the upcoming season,
and I am excited to announce that we will be hosting a Charity Cut at this
season's Futurity Show in February…... Do it for the boys! – Blue Cut where all
entry fees will be donated to the Prostate Cancer Society to continue helping
those great blokes in our lives. So, start thinking about some amazing Blue
Costumes and let's have some fun to support an amazing cause.
Nominations are now open for the Open & Snaffle Bit Futurities; you can find
the details on our website.
We are currently working on an International Trainer and more details will be
released shortly.
For now, happy training and look forward to seeing you all in the pen real
soon.
 
Kind Regards
Mindy
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Council  2024 COUNCIL
President:  Mindy Matchitt
Vice President: Steve Gregory
 Secretary: Karen Matchitt - bonus3@xtra.co.nz 
Treasurer:  Karen Matchitt

COUNCILLORS
Julie Gregory 
Olivia Ladd
Grant Mackie
Aimee Wright

POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY OUTSIDE COUNCIL
(Thank you to these members for assisting Council)
Points Colator - Olivia Ladd
Chatter Editor - Aimee Wright
Sponsorship coordinator -  Anna Dawson
Auditor - Jacob Ladd
Constitution sub committee - Julie, Craig, Grant

2023/24 JUDGES LIST

South Island
 Janine Taylor AA

North Island
 Grant Mackie AAA
 Craig Laird AAA
 Steve Gregory AAA
 Bryan Lowcay AA
 Melissa Poingdestre AA
 Graeme McInnes AA
 Helen Holmes A
 Mindy Matchitt A
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From the Office:
1.   Membership 2024-25. This message and the email sent to members on 16 September 2024 are
official notice from the Secretary to all members that have not paid the current membership, it is past due.

“Entrance fees shall be paid by the 1st day of August each year. If any member shall fail to pay
subscriptions by the 1st day of September in each year he shall be notified by the secretary and if the
subscription shall remain unpaid at the 31st day of October he shall cease to be a member by reason of
default….”
 
2. Constitution Progress:
The NZCHA 2024 Constitution was emailed out to all members on 16th September 2024, it is a vital
document of the NZCHA, and a sub-committee have spent many hours researching and debating the
new requirements in line with the Incorporated Society ACT 2022 and presented all members with that
document on 16th September.

Constitution Timeline:
The NZCHA Council calls for submission on this document to be received by the NZCHA Secretary by
30th Oct 2024.
The Sub-committee and Council will revise all submissions during Nov & Dec 2024, releasing a new
version in January 2025 if required. The consultation period will continue into March 2025, when the
constitution will be placed on the April 2025 AGM agenda for Acceptance by members. If the Constitution
fails at that AGM, a special meeting of members will have to be called at another date. Therefore, it is this
councils hopes to have everything settled by April.
 
3. 2024 Amendments to the 2023 NZCHA Rule Book have been compiled, the full document will be
emailed out to all current members ASAP. The following are highlights for your attention; please note
they are not the rules in their entirety:

New sections - Equipment; Health & Safety and Help Horses.

“Late Entries” – means entries received by the show secretary after midnight on the stated date the
Entries shall close. If NO LATE ENTRIES is on the official show approval, there shall be NO LENIENCY,
however if LATE ENTRIES with PENALTY is on the official show approval, entries may be accepted if
the penalty is paid at the same time.

 
“Limited Non-Pro” – Open to Members within the Non-Professional criteria (refer to non-pro section for
rules) with lifetime earnings in non-professional events of $3,000 or less excluding all non-pro aged
and restricted rider earnings as determined by the records of the NZCHA.

 
“ROOKIE Rider” - Open to all Persons who have not won $750 in any NZCHA approved cutting horse
competition, as determined by the records of the NZCHA, excluding Snaffle Bit Rider, Restricted Rider,
and Aged Snaffle Bit events.

 
“YOUTH” - A Youth competing on a “Youth Membership” has points recorded, with no vote. They may
only compete in Youth or Snaffle Bit events but are limited to only two rides per show within Youth or
Snaffle Bit. A Youth competing on a full or family membership may compete in any class they qualify
for.

      Youth MUST wear an approved helmet whilst astride any horse anywhere on the Competition Grounds     
(Arena) or Competition Venue at all NZCHA affiliated events.
 

“SNAFFLE BIT RIDER” - Once a rider competes in a hand down class (excluding Rookie Rider), as a
combination at any point in the season, they are no longer eligible to ride in snaffle bit rider for the
remainder of that season.



From the Office
“SNAFFLE BIT HORSE” - The Snaffle Bit Horse is a one- or two-handed contest, open to ALL Horses
regardless of LTE. A Novice Horse (earnings under $1,000, excluding AGED earnings) may be ridden
by a rider of any level. An Open Horse (earning $1,000 or more excluding AGED) may only be ridden
by a rider with LTE under $3,000. A Snaffle Bit Horse/Rider combination may not enter Snaffle Bit
Horse and an AGED EVENT at the same NZCHA Futurity (AGED) Show. Horse/rider combination may
compete in any other event in which they qualify.

 
Little Cutters:

i) Little Cutters is a non-points, non-titles event and will not be officially judged. It is a participation event
for children to be introduced to, and learn about, cutting competition.
ii) The class evolved to allow children under 18 years of age an opportunity to ride in a class at a show
before they are capable of competing in an event where they are required to work cattle.
iii) Little Cutters is run by individuals within the show and entrants are to work the flag for a set period of
time determined by said organisers.
iv) Children can ride independently on a lead or in the saddle with an experienced rider. An adult must be
present with independent riders to minimise the risk of incident.
v) Competitors must wear appropriate closed in footwear, long pants, a shirt and a correctly fitted helmet.
vi) Little Cutters is not required for a full show program and is run at the discretion of the show committee.
                            

Any person riding a horse in the Arena must be a member of the NZCHA or pay a Day fee or Casual
Day Membership fee. (excluding Little Cutters).

The first competitor in a Herd is responsible for arranging a Herd Settler, it is recommended that at
least 2 other Herd Settling Assistants are in the work Arena during settling.

At no time during cattle settling is a horse that shall be competing in that herd be present in the
Working Area or assisting with Settling. (Exception: only when there are no other horses available due
to attendance or entry numbers).

National Finals Qualifications:  For every combination entered at the NZCHA National Finals Show,
either the horse OR rider must have competed at three (3) NZCHA Approved shows.

NZCHA Perpetual Trophies - Any member that is awarded a NZCHA perpetual trophy is required to
have it engraved and returned in a clean and tidy state ready for its ongoing presentations.

        a. A penalty shall be imposed on those that do not get trophies they have won engraved.

Island Finals - NZCHA Day Fee members are not permitted to compete in Island Finals classes.
“Clubs should provide Club classes where required”.

Judges - Discouraged from becoming standard practice, however for the growth and development
of judges, an affiliated club may permit a judge to judge:

   i. members of their family.
  ii. a horse that they have owned, exhibited, trained, managed, or sold for direct or indirect remuneration     
within the thirty (30) day period immediately preceding any NZCHA approved or sponsored event at
which the said judge officiating either in full or in part.
    iii. any individual rider, or horse owned by him/her, who has had training from or given training to the
said judge within the thirty (30) day period.
   iv. Classes MUST be Videoed.

a) A Judge is permitted to judge a member of their family at a NZCHA National show only under
exceptional circumstances, i.e. where no international judge is available, and all other options have been
exhausted. If this occurs, the classes are to be judged by more than one judge.

continued....



From the Office
4. Tentative Event dates received by the NZCHA to date:
October 2024
October 19/20           CPCHC training at Ngaroma – (Confirmed)
October Sat 19th   Evening – NZCHA Judges (Brief) Clinic to cover the new judges’ card at Ngaroma Hall,
all welcome. (TBC)
 
November 2024 
November 23/24       CPCHC training at Ngaroma – (Confirmed) 

December 2024 
Sat 7th & 8th        Potential NZCHA Training Clinic (WIP)
Sat 14th & Sun 15th   CPCHC Poingdestre Shows
 
January 2025
Sat 11th & Sun 12th     CPCHC McInnes Shows
(not confirmed)           Potential NZCHA Training Clinic backup date (WIP)
Sat 25th & Sun 26th     CPCHC Ladd Shows
 
February 2025
Sat 8th               CPCHC Training Day – Mackies
Sat 16th             CPCHC Ormiston Show
Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd     NZCHA Futurity Show – Waimiha (Confirmed)
 
March 2025
Sat 8th & Sun 9th        Potential CPCHC Training if not required as postponement date
Sat 15th &/or Sun 16th              CPCHC Gregory Shows
Sat 22nd                                         CPCHC Poingdestre Show
Sunday 23rd                                  Nth Island Finals at Poingdestre Arena
 
April 2025
Sat 5th & Sun 6th                         NZCHA Nationals – Waimiha (Confirmed)   
Mon 7th                                          NZCHA AGM  (Confirmed)   

continued....



Horse Life Time Earnings



Rider Life Time Earnings



Rider Life Time Earnings


















