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“A real cutting horse doesn’t just stop a cow — he makes the cow
believe it can’t win.” Shorty Freeman
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Council  2025/26 COUNCIL
President:  Mindy Matchitt
Vice President: Steve Gregory
Secretary: To be appointed
Treasurer: Julie Gregory

COUNCILLORS
Olivia Ladd
Grant Mackie
Bryan Lowcay

POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY OUTSIDE COUNCIL
(Thank you to these members for assisting Council)
Points Collator - Still to be appointed
Chatter Editor - Aimee Wright
Sponsorship coordinator -  Anna Dawson
Auditor - Jacob Ladd
Constitution sub committee - Julie, Craig, Grant

2024/25 JUDGES LIST
Grant Mackie AAA
 Craig Laird AAA
 Steve Gregory AAA
 Bryan Lowcay AAA
 Melissa Poingdestre AAA
 Graeme McInnes AA
 Mindy Matchitt A
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Presidents Report
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Hi everyone,

As winter draws to a close and spring brings its usual mix of weather across
the country, it’s exciting to see the new season taking shape. Planning is in
full swing, and we’re working hard behind the scenes to deliver another
great year. We’re also working on a few new training opportunities for
members this season—so stay tuned as we finalise the details.

Nominations are now open for our Open and Snaffle Bit Futurity, to be held
in February. It’s always a highlight to see your Futurity horses cross that
timeline for the very first time, and we can’t wait to celebrate those
milestones with you all. This year’s Futurity will also feature the Trans-
Tasman Challenge, bringing some fresh faces and extra excitement to our
show calendar.

I’d like to take a moment to extend a heartfelt thank you to Karen Matchitt for
her many years of dedication and hard work as Secretary. Your commitment
and contribution have been invaluable to our association. With Karen
stepping down, we are now seeking a new Secretary to help keep our
operations running smoothly. If you’re interested or would like to know more
about the role, please reach out to the Council or email us directly to discuss.

Finally, thank you to our Council members who have been busy preparing
for the season ahead. As we get underway, please take some time to brush
up on the rules and check your lifetime earnings, which can be found on our
website—or contact one of your Council members if you need assistance.

Wishing everyone a fantastic start to the new season!

Kind regards,
Mindy Matchitt



The Council of the NZCHA wishes to acknowledge and thank the services and dedication
of it's long serving secretary Karen Matchitt. Her tireless work and recording for the
Association has been very much appreciated, over the years. We wish her well as a
continued member and competitor!
Unfortunately this means we are now looking for someone to carry on as Secretary of
NZCHA. 

NZCHA - SECRETARY JOB DESCRIPTION

Responsibilities:
The Secretary is the key administrative officer of the New Zealand Cutting Horse
Association Inc. and is responsible for the efficient management of the organisation.

Duties:
• Have a good working knowledge of meeting procedures.
• Prepare agendas, reports and papers for all Council meetings
• Take minutes at all Council meetings and at the AGM.
• Clear the mailbox regularly so that correspondence can be distributed and dealt with at
meetings.
• Record all inward and outward correspondence and acknowledge where necessary.
• Have a good understanding of the Association Constitution, rules and regulations and
responsibilities of all office bearers.
• Provide an open communication link between the Council, sub-committees, members
and other affiliate clubs.
• Communicate all matters of importance from the Council and Association and affiliate
members.
• Be the link between the Association and the clubs on all levels.
• Maintain a sound knowledge of Rules and Regulations.
• Maintain confidentiality on relevant and delicate matters.
• Co-operate with and assist the Council and other office bearers with their duties and
responsibilities.
• Complete appropriate documentation to ensure insurance coverage is in place.
• Support all media, promotion, marketing and sponsorship activities.
• File all financial and AGM minutes with the New Zealand Incorporated Society, within the
appropriate timeframes.
• The Secretary must keep a membership register of Members, recording their names and
contact details and dates each member became a Member and all other information
required by the lncorporated Societies Act 2022'
 • Unless an alternative "contact person" is appointed by Council (for the purposes of the
lncorporated-Societies Act 2022), the Secretary will be the Association's "contact person".

For further information and applications contact: nzcutting@outlook.com

From the Office
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Tentative Shows Dates: 
2025 December
 13th & 14th – Show - Poingdestre Arena, (Stratford) 
 2026 January
 10th & 11th – Show - McInnes Arena, Hikurangi (Northland) 
 24th & 25th – Show - Ladds Arena, Stratford (Taranaki)
 2026 February
 7th – CPCHC Show Venue TBC
 13th – NZCHA Dry Clinic - Waimiha TBC
 14th & 15th – NZCHA Futurity Show & Trans-Tasman Challenge
 16th – NZCHA Cattle Clinic Waimiha TBC
 2026 March
 21st – CPCHC Show - Poingdestre Arena, Stratford
22nd – NZCHA North Island Finals hosted by CPCHC – Poingdestre, Stratford
28th & 29th – NZCHA National Finals, Waimiha

NZCHA are in negotiation with Lincoln Verraart regarding a NZCHA clinic to
be held late January 2026 depending on costs and participant interest. 

From the Office
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Trans-Tasman Cutting Horse Challenge
Goondiwindi, Queensland, Australia - 17th–18th October 2025

The excitement is building as the Trans-Tasman Cutting Horse Challenge
kicks off this weekend in Goondiwindi, Queensland. Bringing together  
competitors from both sides of the Tasman. This annual event is a
highlight on the cutting calendar, celebrating strong camaraderie and
connection between the New Zealand and Australian cutting
communities.

Representing Team New Zealand this year are Anna Dawson, Grant
Mackie, Melissa Poingdestre, Harold Morrissey, Paul Lyons, Wayne
Poingdestre, and Mindy Matchitt. will proudly carry the New Zealand flag
as they compete against a talented Australian lineup.

The Trans-Tasman Challenge is more than just a competition — it’s an
opportunity for riders to showcase teamwork, horsemanship, and
sportsmanship on an international stage.

The New Zealand Cutting Horse Association wishes our team the very
best of luck in Goondiwindi. We know they will represent us with pride,
professionalism, and true Kiwi spirit.

Plans are already in motion for the Trans-Tasman Cutting Challenge to be
hosted here in New Zealand in February, where we look forward to
welcoming the Australian team and continuing this great trans-Tasman
tradition.

🐴 Good luck, Team NZ — ride hard, have fun, and make us proud!
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Nomination Form

7



8



Nomination Form
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Show Approval
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2025 Foals
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Merrill’s mare
Awesomeasasnazzycat

aka Snazzy with her roan
filly foal by Rey’s A

Sannman aka Sid. Foals
name is Georgie Cat

paddock name Georgie. 

Georgie was born on 7th
October on George Gregory’s

11th bd hence the name. 
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2025/2026 Membership List



Sponsors

Taupo Equestrian Supplies
Tutukau Lodge (G&W Mackie)

Warakihi Equine NZ
 B&K Matchitt

CPCHC
Circle M Ranch (Merrill Kinney)

Bedrock Arena (Ian & Katy Smith) 

Fibre Fresh
Prydes

Te Awamutu PGGW
PGGW Seeds

Rockin K Ranch (Aust)
Central Plateau Cutthing Horse Club

 

Thank you to the following sponsors for all your support.
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Cattle Suppliers and Grazers 
Steve and Julie Gregory 

Melissa Poingdestre 
Jacob and Olivia Ladd
 Sam and Cookie Clark

 Merrill Kinney
 Graeme and Sharlene McInnes

 Mindy Matchitt




